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GRANGE VIEW FIRST SCHOOL
Homework  Policy 
October 2019
Our Vision – for children and adults to be happy, confident, responsible individuals who enjoy personal success and love learning.

Our Mission

· To provide a welcoming, stimulating and secure environment for all regardless of faith and culture. 

· To value all students and staff as individuals and support them to reach their full potential. 

· To provide a broad, balanced and stimulating curriculum that meets the needs of all.

· To deepen and enrich the schools relationship with Governors, parents, Community and church.

· To cherish and nurture responsibility for the environment.

· To provide high quality collective worship and opportunities for spiritual development. 

· To strive for excellence in all we do.

Our Values

· The ethos of the school is underpinned by Christian values such as honesty, openness, friendliness, trust and respect.

· We aim to SPARKLE
Rationale

We believe that homework should provide opportunities for children, parents, carers and possibly the wider family, to initiate, reinforce or extend skills and knowledge acquired through teaching and learning in school.

Homework is an important part of a child's education, and can add much to a child's development. The government made clear its commitment to homework in the 1997 White Paper ‘Excellence in Schools’, in which homework was described as 'an essential part of good education'. We see homework as an important example of cooperation between teachers and parents/carers. One of the aims of our teaching is for children to develop as independent learners, and we believe that doing homework is one of the main ways in which children can acquire the skill of independent learning. Homework plays a positive role in raising a child's level of attainment. However, we also acknowledge the important role of play and free time in a child's growth and development. While homework is important, it should not prevent children from taking part in the activities of various out-of-school clubs and of other organisations that play an important part in the lives of our pupils. We are well aware that children spend more time at home than at school, and we believe that they develop their interests and skills to the full only when parents/carers encourage them to make maximum use of the opportunities available outside school.

Aims

· To develop effective partnerships between school & parents/carers.

· To consolidate skills and understanding, particularly in Literacy (reading, writing, spelling and speaking & listening) and Numeracy (number, shape, measures) and investigations for any given Topic work.

· To develop self-discipline, independent and shared learning.

· To view both environments as a resource for learning.

· To enable parents/carers To become more aware of, and participate more actively in their child's learning.

School - When and How?

We, as a School Staff aim to support pupils with their Homework by-

· providing homework that is appropriate to the child's learning ability.

· Explain, give out, receive, check and give feedback to children if appropriate as part of that week's learning .

Home — When and How?

We would expect parents/ carers to aim to support their child with their homework on paper or on-line when requested by trying to: -

· (if a written outcome is expected) provide a quiet place away from distractions for children to do homework either independently or with another member of the family.
· provide opportunities to explore some aspects of Homework together

· ensure homework returns to School by the ` due in` date.

· Talk with staff immediately if there are any problems so together all consider homework as a positive experience.

The role of parents and carers

· Parents and carers have a vital role to play in their child's education, and homework is an important part of this process. 
· Staff expect that all pupils will complete any kind of set homework and ask parents and carers to encourage their child to complete the homework tasks that are set. 
· Reading folders and books should be in school every day to enable homework to be taken home safely and on time. 
· Parents and carers are invited to help their children as and when they feel it to be necessary and to provide them with the sort of environment that allows children to do their best. 
· Parents and carers can support their child by providing a good working space at home, by enabling their child to visit the library regularly, and by discussing the work that their child is doing.

· Ideally parents should read with their children every day to help them develop a love of books and stories and help them to grow in confidence. We ask parents and carers to sign their child’s Reading Record to show that they have heard their child read and discussed their books with them on at least three occasions during each week. We recommend a minimum of three times per week.
· If parents and carers have any questions about homework, they should, in the first instance, contact the child's class teacher on Class Dojo. If they wish to make a complaint about the school homework policy, or the way in which it is implemented, parents or carers should contact the Head Teacher in the first instance and, should concerns still remain, the governing body.

· Staff expect that all children will come to school with the appropriate school PE kit, and wellington boots to engage in Forest School work.
· Parents and pupils will be informed of their successes with targets through Parents’ Evenings and End of Year Reports.
· School can support parents and carers through parent sessions for reading
HEALTH WARNING

Remember..... as adult,  when we first come home from work the last thing we want to do is more work! So........

……..choose children's homework time carefully and be flexible! 
If children are too tired there is little point in making them do homework.

Date: October 2019
Signed: _________________________________________________________

             P. Treanor
             Chair of Governors

Review:
The governors at Grange View CE First School believe that everyone has a right to learn, to be respected and to be safe. We are intent on providing a caring, safe, happy and healthy environment for all our pupils, guided by the teachings of Jesus in delivering our Christian values and vision. We seek to enable all to flourish and achieve their full potential where both British and Christian values of care, kindness and respect are at the heart of all we do. The governors in all decision making work collectively and collaboratively to enable everyone  to ‘SPARKLE’.
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