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Dear Parents/Carers                                                                10th July 2017
Mrs Herron update

Thank you for all the kind words and thoughts about Mrs Herron. She is continuing her treatment and we are all missing her in school and pray for a swift recovery. We understand that some parents may want to send cards or end of year gifts but rather than this we would like to suggest donations to a Cancer Research Charity. If you would like to donate anything along with the staff then please send any kind donations to the office and we will let you know our grand total by the end of term. Thank you. 
Sports Day 
A big thank you to everyone who came and supported our Sports Day on Friday. It was good to see so many of our families and we were so pleased the rain kept off!  

Reports 2017
All pupil reports came home on Friday .Please can all parents complete any reply slips to give the school any feedback . Thank you. 

Absent parents
If any pupils are from a split family please can school have that information to ensure we are able to provide information about the child to all parents .Thank you. 

Swimming for Sept 2017

Here is another breakdown of swimming costs for Year 3 and 4 for Sept. 
Each and every lesson costs £2 per pupil, the bus costs £155 per week. Therefore the total cost per week per pupil is £5.52. School is subsiding £892.32 from the main school budget. We ask for donations of £5 per week per child to allow us to take all of the Year 3 and 4 children to the lessons. In 2016-17 we have had a number of parents who have not donated a single penny towards the costs, resulting in the school budget having less funding to spend on resources, the school building and staffing.  
Without your support with swimming donations it will be difficult to sustain. The only other alternative is that all year 3’s do not go in Sept, which would reduce transport costs but lesson costs would remain the same.  Swimming is statutory requirement for Year 4’s. Other school in Northumberland pay £4 per pupil just for the lesson but due to the school’s location we need to pay for transport too.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have a concern you would like to discuss further. 
Please note change of date of leavers performance!
Tues 18th July 5.30pm Leavers Show- Y4 Movie and refreshments for all Y4 families. A separate letter has already been sent home. 
Lost property 
We have a huge box in school of lost property. This box will be popped out every morning until the end of term for any parents to take what they need. Thanks
PE KITS

Please ensure your child full PE kit is in school every day as there maybe opportunities for classes to access the hall or outside when the weather is good. 

It is vital that your child has his/her full PE kit in school (school t-shirt/black shorts/sandshoes), otherwise they may miss out on valuable PE/sporting activities due to incorrect clothing & footwear. This is necessary for the safety of everyone, thank you.

School Lunches for Current Year 2’s

If you haven’t already informed the office, can all Beech Class parents complete the slip at the end of this letter to inform Mrs Palmer if they require a school lunch from September, thank you.

Packed Lunches
Please can all families ensure they give the office at least a week’s notice if their child wishes to change to a packed lunch. Food is ordered in advance for all school lunches. Thank you.
School Uniform
We have school uniform in stock - no need to order at the moment just pop to the office or alternatively pick up an order form. If you want uniform for September, now is the time to sort it out.  After the summer we will only keep a very small amount of items in stock. 
Summer Reading Challenge 2017 
What is the Summer Reading Challenge?

The Summer Reading Challenge is run by The Reading Agency and Libraries and every year there’s a different theme - this year’s theme is “Animal Agents”.  The aim of the challenge is to get children to sign up at their local library and read six books during the summer holidays by visiting the library three times. The Summer Reading Challenge is aimed at children 4 – 11 years and is completely free.

Please check book bags for leaflets that were sent home about 2 weeks ago!
After School Clubs – DON’T FORGET - LAST WEEK OF CLUBS THIS WEEK!

September 2017 clubs are as follows:

· Mondays – Cookery for Reception to Year 4 (£2) starting 11th September (£12)
(places for children who haven’t done cookery in the past will be given priority)
· Monday – new day for Messy Church (dates will be announced)

· Tuesday – Football starting 12th September
· Wednesday – Dance starting 13th September
· Thursday – Maths for Year 2s (£1) starting 14th September (£6)
Please give names to the office and we will confirm places before the end of term, thank you.
From September we are asking for full payment up to each half term to secure the place in all paid clubs. This is because some parents don’t keep up payment so unfortunately if we don’t receive the payment upfront we cannot offer the place in the club.  This will apply to our cookery and maths clubs this term. Anyone with any queries about this, please see me, thank you.
Dates for diaries: 

Please check these weekly - all are subject to change or additional dates being added:-
· Wed 12th July Eucharist Service 2pm in school hall with Rev Joanna Dobson- all welcome
· Mon 17th July 4pm -5.15/30pm ish Year 4 Leavers Tea at Sambucca’s in Morpeth

Please share lifts to meet us there. Separate letter already sent home 

· Tues 18th July 5.30pm Leavers Show - Y4 Movie and refreshments for all Y4 families – have you got your tickets ????
· Fri 21st July - School closes at 1.30pm for the summer holidays (
· Mon 5th Sept – TTD, school closed to pupils

· Tues 6th Sept – school opens at 8.50am for the Autumn Term
· Mon 11th Sept – After School Clubs start (see separate note)
Abacus Homework

We are changing how we send homework home and will not be using our online Abacus from September. Until we decide what suits our pupils and families best we will be sending home paper copies of homework. Thank you for your co-operation with this. 
Reporting Sickness and absences

It is essential that all absences are reported to the office on the first day your child is off school. Any pupil with attendance below 90% has to be reported to the Education Welfare officer who then decides what further action to take. Any pupil who has below 90% attendance must give school medical evidence from their GP/hospital etc to confirm any absences. Any pupils below 90% attendance who wish to take a holiday in term time maybe subject to a £60 penalty notice per pupil per parent. 

We need all families to aim for 96% attendance or above please to ensure you child’s education is not affected. 

Attendance – Does it matter? YES IT DOES!!
[image: image1]To promote and reward good attendance across the school the governors have agreed to provide an AMAZING incentive!

[image: image4.emf]The class with the greatest attendance at the end of the year will win a MINI IPAD and a family with 100% attendance will be entered to a prize draw to win £30 shopping voucher. 
Please remember your child’s attendance in school is extremely important. Awards will continue to be given to each class with the best attendance. Can we remind parents about a section of the Education Act 1996: “Central to raising standards in education and ensuring all pupils can fulfil their potential is an assumption so widely understood that it is insufficiently stated – pupils need to attend school regularly to benefit from their education. 
Missing out on lessons leaves children vulnerable to falling behind. Children with poor attendance tend to achieve less in both primary and secondary school. 
NO HOLIDAYS will be authorised in term time
Last week’s attendance: 
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DON’T Forget- Easy Fund Raising- www.easyfundraising.org.uk. Please register and keep Shopping online on this website for school funds. Every penny you spend helps school. 
[image: image3]Kind Regards      
Louise Laskey -Mrs L Laskey – Headteacher
__________________________________________________________________________
Current Year 2 Lunches from September 2017 
My child _________________________________ will   / will not require a school lunch from 
September 2017.

Signed _____________________________________

Date _______________________________________
























Well done Beech Class who won with 99.9%


Acorn –90.3%   Oak – 95.9%


Elm – 95.9%  Beech – 99.9% Willow – 98.9%


TOTAL FOR THE LAST WEEK – 96.9%


Just over our school target of 96% - WELL DONE!  





PLEASE TRY to get your child to school on time every day 


and help us achieve our target EVERY week, thank you.





Stars of the week


�


Held over as there was no 


Family Worship due to


Sports Day





� HYPERLINK "http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/thetrainline" \h ��
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