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Welcome to this half terms Topic Information letter for


Key Stage 1 in Elm and Beech classes.





Mrs Metcalfe, Miss Darlow, 


Mrs Hepworth, Mrs Borley, 


Mrs Swinney and Miss Clapperton














Mathematics





Following our school scheme linked with the National Curriculum this half term the children will be developing their learning in these strands:


Number and place value


Position and direction


Problem solving and reasoning 


Measurement including money and time


Fractions, ratio and proportions














Science –  Materials around us. 





During this half term the children will be exploring materials and their properties and how some materials can be better used for certain purposes.





They will identify the animals in the smaller (micro) habitats within the forest area and this seasons plant life. Our focus will be in our pond, under logs and within the trees and bushes.


         �





Literacy 


Phonics


Across key stage 1 this half term we will continue our Read Write Inc phonics lessons through the use of the Get Writing Materials.


Reading and Writing


The children will read and write in the following genres; stories and information texts using stories including Christopher Columbus, The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch and pirate related texts.


They will learn to improve their sentences particularly focusing on connectives within sentences, as well as continuing to develop their use of punctuation. 


Speaking & Listening


Children will be discussing their work and ideas with their class and small groups. 








DT/Art – Picnic Treats 





Linking to our journeys theme children will plan and create their own picnic for a journey. They will be learning about healthy snacks and devise their own picnic menu.


Later in the term they will make their picnic meal and eat it within the forest area. 





Within their art work they will be studying a range of seascape artists and looking at primary colours.


 		        





Music –  Sounds of the Sea





Children will listen to and reflect upon the sounds the sea makes as well as other sounds heard at the sea side. They will recreate these sounds using percussion instruments and create a sound track for the sea. 





�   ��








PSHE    


�


The theme this half term is ‘Changes’. 


During circle solutions children will be learning about the changes faced by themselves and others, the feelings involved and how they can prepare themselves for changes. 


We will also be taking part in whole school safety in preparation for the holidays.








PE –  Gymnastics and Athletics


In preparation for the school sports day the children will be practising their events as well practising skills in throwing and kicking.


On occasions when the weather is not suitable to be outside the children will develop their gymnastics skills, particularly turning, spinning and twisting movements.
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Geography





The children will be developing their maths skills by journeying around the school to create a school map as well as maps of where they live.





Through this they will be able to develop their geographical vocabulary of place and location features.





         





History – Christopher Columbus





Children will develop their understanding of travelling and why we travel through the story of Columbus and his exploration. They will be able to compare this to the exploration of space by Neil Armstrong.
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RE –  Jesus, friend to everyone





Throughout this topic the children learn about some of the stories told by Jesus as well as those about Him from the Bible. They will learn about the Christian views of Jesus and how they are shaped by these stories.
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ICT – 


Children will continue to build their ICT skills through the use of the Ipads. They will create and manipulate content recording interviews with Christopher Columbus. 


�                  





         





Homework�Maths Homework Maths homework is ready for children to access on line every Friday. There will be further opportunities to access previous homework (and gain more points). There are very few children unable to access this and arrangements are able to be made for those without internet connectivity. Please speak to your child’s class teacher.


Reading The children will continue to bring reading and library books home. They are encouraged to read at home at least three times during the week. This does not have to be a whole book at a time although evidence of their reading must be written in their reading record book.


Please encourage your children to hand their home-readers and record books to their teacher when they have finished their reading book at home and their reading record has been signed by an adult so we can get books changed as required.


We continue to visit the library each week and children are allowed to take out a book if they are members and have their library book with them. Children will not be able to get books out if they already have overdue books that have not been returned.


Spellings Spelling lists will be given each Friday to be learned for a short test the following Friday.





Thank you for your help and continued support








Home Time


If you need to change the usual arrangements for picking up your child from school, please let school know as soon as possible. As you will understand we cannot allow children to leave the school premises unless we have permission from parents or carers.





Forest School / PE Kits


Elm and Beach Classes will take turns in the forest area on Friday afternoons, we have waterproof trousers which we provide for each child but please ensure that their wellies and other appropriate clothing are in school so that are comfortable. 


PE will be on Friday and Wednesday afternoons (Beech) and Monday and Wednesday afternoons (Elm). Please ensure that children have their PE Kits (clearly labelled) as well as appropriate footwear in school on these days.








