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Welcome to this half terms Topic Information letter for Willow Class





Mrs Chapman  and Mrs Timmins


Miss Appleby and Miss Scott-Shirley


Mrs Cessford, Miss Carr and Miss Gray














Art/DT 





Children will be developing their skills to create recreations of earth and other planets. Using the medium of paint, oil pastels and charcoal. Additionally they will be designing their own rocket.


�         �





Literacy 


Reading


During this half term children will read in a variety of situations throughout the week at school in a shared whole class session, in a small group guided session, one to one with an adult and also independently. The children will look at a range of stories during carpet time as well as Non fiction books about the solar system.  


Writing


The children will write in the following genres;


Plays: Learning how to use expression and stage directions to perform and the  write their own plays.  


We will also be using one of the Read, Write Perform units where they record a transmission as an astronaut in space! 


Speaking & Listening


Children will be developing a lot of their skills during the residential at the end of term. Needing to listen and communicate with each other in team tasks. 








Science –  Light, Shadow, Earth, Sun and Moon.


Our big theme this term is Space, so Science will be playing a large role in our curriculum learning. The children will be finding out about how shadows are formed and change throughout the day. We will be visiting the sundial in Widdrington to see how shadows help to tell the time. As part of our Space theme the children will learn about the solar system, the planets and how they orbit the sun and have astronaut training at the Centre for life! 


 �  � HYPERLINK "http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-NoTuuSiaqbg/TiVWqxJk7QI/AAAAAAAABYU/OMCPHr75mFA/s1600/Pond%2Bdipping.jpg&imgrefurl=http://barton-lives.blogspot.com/2011/07/pond-dipping.html&usg=__mtD0NShhv3nP2Ddt7leOsoCoh9Q=&h=289&w=500&sz=44&hl=en&start=4&zoom=1&tbnid=feuq1XVScnDRHM:&tbnh=75&tbnw=130&ei=8II7T52NNcaX8gPF8-T-Cg&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dpond%2Bdipping%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26gbv%3D2%26rlz%3D1W1ACAW_en%26tbm%3Disch&um=1&itbs=1" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQNxm4CPYZ9gmcnNI2D9Wr7hr23wrQ-Mn5GsuBH41dZ2tOKgYIAg_n_cJXg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����    �





Throughout our Forest School learning, we will be pond dipping when we get appropriate weather in the forest area. As well as working in groups to get planting in our raised beds and grow some veggies and fruit!








Music –  Djembe Drums Tuesdays


As part of our Music connections, the children have been learning to play the Djembe Drums. Since September, our percussion teacher has been coming into school each week and teaching us. We have learnt lots of rhythms as well as many facts about Africa.  So watch this space for a show stopping performance in our school hall!


�        �    �











Numeracy;


We will be continuing to looking at fractions of amounts and shapes and using all our multiplication and division work to help compare fraction s and find equivalence. We will also be learning the correct terminology. Later in the term we will be totalling money amounts as well as reading and analysing charts linked mainly to our Space work. To help at home please encourage your child to make amounts with money and in preparation for next term telling the time! 











RE –  Prayers 


�





Throughout this topic the children will be reading and investigating different types of prayers. Developing an understanding of their purpose for Christians, how they tend to be read and what their importance is. During this term we will also be doing our penultimate Eucharist lesson in preparation for the final summer term.   


  











       








PE –  Games


In preparation for the dance showcase at the end of last term we didn’t have many other PE sessions, therefore we will be building our confidence and balance skills on the big equipment for gymnastics this term 





              �   �


Swimming is taught by qualified swimming coaches at Morpeth Leisure Centre every Thursday morning, the children are always supervised by school staff.








MFL –  French – Les Planetes


As part of their language learning the children will be practising and revisiting their colour names in order to name and describe the planets in French. They will do a variety of games and group activities to learn and recite the vocabulary. 


       		


�


         








PSHE- ‘Relationships’.


During circle time discussions they will be learning about building relationships, how to share and control emotions and the best way to make and retain friends. 


� HYPERLINK "http://search.babylon.com/imageres.php?iu=http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_eGtymKJ4D64/TP5roUtvpuI/AAAAAAAAABY/9cMJgLSCTvo/s1600/circle_time_picci.gif&ir=http://allaboutmomsense.blogspot.com/2010/12/circle-time-activities.html&ig=http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQCWyGhMyXkO-khxGfGMCdldUBmbteTGfgZ8AADm81ZPCTP5ELrT49PKLU&h=309&w=300&q=circle+time&babsrc=HP_ss" �� INCLUDEPICTURE  "http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQCWyGhMyXkO-khxGfGMCdldUBmbteTGfgZ8AADm81ZPCTP5ELrT49PKLU" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����


They will discuss feelings of guilt, how to make correct decisions and how to make amends from mistakes they make have made. 








History/Geography





Having learnt all about space and exploration they children will then be finding out about what life was like in 1969 when man landed on the moon, watching video footage of the iconic event and researching the progress and discoveries NASA has made over the years. 


�


As part of Geography they will be studying the land features of different planets, comparing them to Earth and reasoning why there is no life seen on other planets. 


         





ICT –logo, control and Roamer


� HYPERLINK "http://search.babylon.com/imageres.php?iu=http://www.valiant-technology.com/us/images/roamer_01.gif&ir=http://www.valiant-technology.com/us/pages/roamer_home.php&ig=http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTrg-NUdN9Eqay4-Tl1U5nsSREcPsZOM0YIgJ6Rfv3YUNgNzofNoq2xyg&h=201&w=279&q=roamer&babsrc=HP_ss" �� INCLUDEPICTURE  "http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTrg-NUdN9Eqay4-Tl1U5nsSREcPsZOM0YIgJ6Rfv3YUNgNzofNoq2xyg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����              � HYPERLINK "http://search.babylon.com/imageres.php?iu=http://www.focuseducational.com/images/user/fullsize/treasure-island-mat.jpg&ir=http://www.focuseducational.com/product/bee-bot-treasure-island-activity-mat/94&ig=http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQB2gjNqIbIDTbolfzYe_1rjnh40pT4rY_YzRf_7j-vUxVcgs9ZVvNOT_c&h=306&w=552&q=beebot+treasure+map&babsrc=HP_ss" �� INCLUDEPICTURE  "http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQB2gjNqIbIDTbolfzYe_1rjnh40pT4rY_YzRf_7j-vUxVcgs9ZVvNOT_c" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����


To link with their work in Numeracy on right angles and directions, the children will be working in and out of the computer suite to create instructions. These will command an electronic turtle or robot to move around a screen, on a space map or draw shapes. 





         





Diary Dates:


Friday 10th May – Year 3 Personal Best sporting event. Y4 ½ day water sports 


Monday 13th May – Ford Castle Activity Day (leave 8am–return approx 5pm) - Packed lunch required


Thursday 23rd May – 10 pupils Y4 Tag Rugby pm


AFTER HALF TERM – 1st Day back Monday 3rd June – Centre for life trip - Packed lunch required


Wednesday 5th June – Y4 Quad Kids tournament - Packed lunch required


Thursday 6th June – Y4 countryside show – Packed lunch required








Swimming  


We would be grateful if you could please ensure your child’s clothes are clearly labelled with their name. This is especially helpful when we go swimming, as there are occasions when clothes do get mixed up, or are left in the changing rooms. Could parents also ensure they have their swimming hats, and pierced ears need to have the earrings removed. If you are available to help any Wednesday Afternoon  with swimming please get in touch, the more helpers the better!








Forest School / PE Kits


Classes will be using the forest area whenever possible, we have waterproof trousers which we provide for each child but please ensure that their wellies and warm winter coat /hat / gloves are in school so that are comfortable. 


We are intending to do PE on Thursday afternoons, so please ensure that they have their PE Kits as well as appropriate footwear in school on these days. 








Home Time


If you need to change the usual arrangements for picking up your child from school, please let school know as soon as possible. As you will understand we cannot allow children to leave the school premises unless we have permission from parents or carers.








Homework�Reading – Children will be bringing home their home reading books during the week. It would be helpful if you could either write or sign the book to say you have heard them read, it helps us to avoid repeat reading the same pages. Group Reading takes place each week in class, the children will be given a set number of pages to read for their next weekly session. Please sign their book once they have read them. Additionally the children may bring home a third book that they have taken out of the library on our Friday visit.


Spellings and Times Tables – Children will be given differentiated spellings to learn for their weekly spelling test on a Friday morning. Please help your child as much as possible learn these words as they will help with their confidence and fluency as both a reader and writer. They will also have a specific times table to focus on within Times Table Rock Stars – the participation so far has been excellent and shows great improvements in the pupils speed. 


Maths / English Homework - Children will be given some Maths homework on Mathletics each Friday that needs to be completed by the following Friday morning for class dojo rewards.  The maths homework is usually linked to the work they have done that week in Numeracy and should be appropriate for them to complete independently. Once a term they will also be given a short writing task to complete in their purple home writing books, the focus of which will be written in their books along with the date for it to be handed in. Usually they have about three weeks to do the writing. The thought process behind this writing, is for your child to work on their ideas and sentence construction with you, in the hope that they will learn new phrases and ideas which they can then use in their everyday writing in class. 


Thanks for your help and continued support 











